


DECEMBER 1, MONDAY              ETNO VILLAGE ČARDACI VITEZ
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE "DAYTON LEGACIES: 30 YEARS OF
PEACE"

10.30 – 11hrs Participant registration

11 – 11.30hrs

OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE
Welcome speeches:
- Ambassador Rick Holtzapple, Head of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and
Herzegovina
- Velma Šarić, Post-Conflict Research Center (PCRC)
- Almir Agić, young Roma poet and author of Cactus in the field of orchids
Conference moderation: Erna Mačkić, Post-Conflict Research Center

11.30 – 12.30hrs

Panel discussion WORKING WITH YOUTH: EDUCATING
FOR PEACE IN THE FUTURE
- Larisa Kasumagić-Kafedžić, Peace Education Hub, University of Sarajevo
- Đuldina Kurtović, Third Gymnasium Sarajevo and Musical highschool
Sarajevo
- Milica Jošić-Milinović, University of Banja Luka
- Goran Šimić, University of Vitez
Moderation: Tatjana Milovanović, Post-Conflict Research Center (PCRC)

12.30 – 13hrs COFFEE BREAK during the ''ON THE MARGINS''
EXHIBITION OPENING

13 – 14hrs

Panel discussion THE ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY: FROM ARBITER TO PARTNER
- Fermin Cordoba, Delegation of the European Union to Bosnia and
Herzegovina
- Agnes Picod, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) in Bosnia and Herzegovina
- Nikola Kandić, Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO) in Bosnia and
Herzegovina
- Samira Krehić, International Commission on Missing Persons - ICMP’s
Western Balkans Program 
Moderation: Velma Šarić, Post-Conflict Research Center (PCRC)

14 – 15hrs LUNCH

15 – 16hrs

Panel discussion YOUTH IN ACTION: REGIONAL ACTIVISM
DESPITE DIVISIONS
- Selmir Smajić, Bosnia and Herzegovina
- Tara-Michelle Gliha, Bosnia and Herzegovina
- Iris Knežević, Croatia
- Melina Mikić Božanić, Serbia
Moderation: Amina Sejfić, Post-Conflict Research Center (PCRC)

16 – 16.30hrs Final discussion with young people and conference
conclusions



Ambassador Rick Holtzapple, a career diplomat with the U.S.
Department of State, assumed his duties as the Head of the
OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina on 14 August 2025. 
Ambassador Holtzapple served as the United States Deputy
Permanent Representative to NATO in Brussels, Belgium from
2021 to 2024. He also previously served as Deputy Chief of
Mission and Chargé d’Affaires at the United States Embassy in
Benin, overseeing a staff of 300 and implementing a
quintupling of U.S. assistance to the country.

AMBASSADOR RICK HOLTZAPPLE

VELMA ŠARIĆ
Velma is a researcher, journalist, peacebuilding expert, and human
rights defender from Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Velma has

around 20 years of work experience and is currently, the Founder and
President of the Post-Conflict Research Center and Founder and
Editor-in-Chief of Balkan Diskurs. Velma holds an MA Degree in

Political Science from the University of Sarajevo. At the beginning of
her career, she worked for five years as a researcher at the Institute

for Research of Crimes against Humanity and International Law in
Sarajevo, primarily focusing on investigating the crime of genocide and

other mass atrocities.

ALMIR AGIĆ
Almir Agić is a young Roma poet, writer, and activist from Ilijaš,
Bosnia and Herzegovina. He is the author of the poetry collection
“Cactus in a Field of Orchids,” which uses powerful symbolism to
explore identity, discrimination, and the struggles young Roma
face in seeking acceptance. As a Freedom of Expression
Ambassador since 2024 and a columnist for the Newipe portal,
he uses art to challenge stereotypes and give voice to
marginalized communities. His work is driven by a commitment
to building a more inclusive and just society.

He has extensive diplomatic experience in Southeast Europe, beginning with his first
diplomatic assignment (1992-1995) at the U.S. Embassy in Croatia, followed by service
as Political Advisor to the United Nations Transitional Administration in Eastern
Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium (UNTAES) in 1996-1997. He has been the
National Democratic Institute’s Senior Program Manager for Kosovo and Montenegro
and served twice as Director for Balkan Affairs for the National Security Council at the
White House.



Larisa Kasumagić-Kafedžić is the founder and chair of the
Peace Education Hub at the University of Sarajevo and an
associate professor at the Department of English at the
Faculty of Philosophy. For 25 years, she has been active in the
field of peace education, youth development programs based
on psychosocial support for children affected by war, and the
study of peace philosophy, nonviolence, and intercultural
pedagogy.

LARISA KASUMAGIĆ-KAFEDŽIĆ

MILICA JOŠIĆ-MILINOVIĆ
Milica Jošić-Milinović is a senior teaching assistant at the Faculty of

Philosophy, University of Banja Luka, where she teaches in the
Department of English with a focus on Anglo-American literature. Her

academic work centers on modern American literature, literary
interpretation, and innovative approaches to teaching English as a

foreign language. She is also involved in curriculum development
projects aimed at modernizing literary studies at her faculty.

GORAN ŠIMIĆ
Goran Šimić is the Dean of the Faculty of Law at the University
of Vitez. As a professor and researcher, his work focuses on
criminal law, international criminal law, and transitional justice,
with a strong commitment to addressing war crimes and
strengthening legal frameworks in post-conflict societies. Šimić
is also actively engaged in international academic projects and
institutional leadership aimed at advancing legal education in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

ĐULDINA KURTOVIĆ
Đuldina Kurtović is a philosophy teacher specializing in logic at the

Third Gymnasium Sarajevo and in aesthetics at the Sarajevo
Secondary School of Music. For more than two decades, she has

worked in education with a focus on developing critical thinking,
intercultural learning, and values of ethics, tolerance, and

nonviolence among young people. Originally from Kladanj, she is
dedicated to building inclusive and responsible school communities

through her professional and activist work.



Fermin Córdoba is a Policy Officer at the Delegation of the
European Union to Bosnia and Herzegovina. He works on
education sector reforms, including the development of
inclusive school culture, and facilitates dialogue between the
EU and Bosnian authorities with the aim of advancing long-
term strategic initiatives in education.

FERMIN CÓRDOBA

AGNES PICOD
Agnes Picod is the Head of the Office of the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, established in August 2025. She has more than 28

years of experience in human rights in the field and in global
policy development. OHCHR in Bosnia and Herzegovina particularly

focuses on supporting transitional justice efforts, countering
discrimination and hate speech, and protecting civic space.

NIKOLA KANDIĆ
Nikola Kandić is the Head of RYCO’s Local Branch Office in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. He has previously worked at the
Ministry of Justice of Republika Srpska, UNHCR, and several
NGOs across the country. He is a member of the OSCE
Mission's Youth Advisory Group, a European Young Ambassador
for the Western Balkans, and an EDYN Ambassador. His work
focuses on youth policy, media literacy, communications, and
youth-centered programmes on dealing with the past.

SAMIRA KREHIĆ
Samira Krehić is the Head of the Western Balkans Program at the

International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP). With over 15
years of experience in NGOs and international development, she

leads initiatives focused on missing persons, institutional capacity-
building, and strengthening legal frameworks that protect the

rights of families in post-conflict societies. 



Tara-Michelle Gliha is a researcher and graduate student of
clinical psychology at the International University of Sarajevo.
Her work focuses on transgenerational trauma transmission,
collective memory, and youth mental health in post-conflict
societies. She is the founder of the “Young Women’s Court,” a
platform exploring intergenerational trauma among women
through testimonies and group work. Gliha writes columns for
Moja svijest on psychological and socio-political issues and
serves as a student ambassador for the American Psychological
Association (APA).

TARA-MICHELLE GLIHA

IRIS KNEŽEVIĆ
Iris Knežević is an alumna of the Global Campus of Human Rights and
Democracy, and a researcher and activist focused on dealing with the

past in post-Yugoslav societies. Her work examines the legacies of the
1990s conflicts, the rise of contemporary nationalism and repression,

and the spread of ethnonationalist hate speech. Through research,
advocacy, and public engagement, she aims to contribute to a deeper

understanding of regional dynamics and the strengthening of
democratic values.

MELINA MIKIĆ BOŽANIĆ
Melina Mikić Božanić is a student and associate at the Faculty
of Political Sciences, University of Belgrade, and an activist
dedicated to human and minority rights and peacebuilding. As
an alumna of PCRC’s “State of Peace” academy, she explores
issues related to dealing with the past, regional history, and
the role of religious communities. Through her work with
Popular Democracy, she conducts workshops for youth on
elections and democratic participation, while her involvement
with Center E8 focuses on strengthening these values within
the local community.

SELMIR SMAJIĆ
Selmir Smajić is a medical student at the University of Tuzla and an

active participant in the youth and humanitarian sector. He
volunteered for ten years with the Red Cross, gaining experience in

working with young people and vulnerable groups. Since 2019, he
has worked with World Vision BiH on programs supporting children

and youth. He is a co-founder and president of the Youth
Association Center for Youth Development Lukavac and, since 2025,
serves as President of the Youth Council of the City of Lukavac. He
also writes for Balkan Diskurs and is a certified first aid instructor.



WWW.P-CRC.ORG

#DEJTON30


